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New Year 


OC H has a bigger job to do than in the 'twenties, 

but it must be its age; it must understand the times 
in which it is living. It must give up fighting its old battles 
and feel creeping up its spine that sense not of desperation 
with a world awry, but of overmastering wonder at the 
possibilities it offers. É 

These words were spoken recently, not by some newly- 
joined hothead but by one of our ‘elder statesmen’: Hubert 
Secretan was addressing a meeting of District officers in 
London. A high proportion of our members (would it were 
still higher!) knows nothing first-hand of the twenties; some 
were not yet in their cradles then. Those days to them are 
legendary—but let them not forget that legend is the dress 
of genuine truth. 

Thirty years of Toc H history has been wrought and fought, 
with varied fortune, since the ‘twenties began, and now, in 
mid-century, we live in another world, a world being made 
new at headlong speed but not yet visibly on the pattern of 
the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven, which we 
are pledged to seek. Almost every old institution has been 
shaken and many have fallen: old truth takes on ever new 
guises. For we live in one of the great moments of man’s 
history and suffer the strong pains of rebirth. 

The year 1951 is in the history books, for better or worse. 
Does Toc H face 1952 as a united Family certain of its deep 
foundations, ready to study new problems and to revise old 
programmes, grown stale, eager to lay hands upon the new 
jobs and the potential new members that wait for it? Do we 
face the New Year “with overmastering wonder at the 
possibilities it offers”? 
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Harold 


HESE PAGES in January, 19 
to our Family the news O° rt» to Harold H 

sor ve a brief Hail!” to arol owe, 
our first Administrator, gra office. And now, five years 
our fourth, who was then av an inadequate “Farewell!” to 
later, it is their turn to DOS his successor. Harold 
Harold and briefly to o Francis Street on December 31; 

vacated bis familiar cano nt before the end of this month. 
it will have another occupa Toc H has been fortunate—or, 
better said, wise—in the choice of 
its Administrators. Peter Monie 
(1922-35) was the architect of 
the newly-founded movement, 
Hubert Secretan (1935-39) con- 
solidated it, Lake Lake (‘Lako’, 
1939-'46) stepping in at a moment 
of crisis, directed its war work. 
And to Harold has fallen the 
opening of a new chapter in its 
history. its reconstruction after 
war-damage and the planning of 
its course into a greatly changed 
world. To this high and urgent 
assignment he brought the disci- 
plined and well-stored mind of 
an experienced headmaster. If that 
word should sound forbidding to 
o any who do not know him, it has 
often been in the mouths of those who have known him best, 
his closest colleagues at Headquarters, an affectionate and 
slightly jesting nickname. For jesting (often a thin disguise 
for serious purpose) Harold has taken in good part and 
returned with interest, as he has given and received affection. 
Besides tackling the day-to-day routine of an office and deal- 
ing with the constant variety of problems, some difficult and 
very personal, which fall to the lot of an Administrator, 
Harold has spent a high proportion of his weekends. not at 
cds in his well-loved garden but in travelling to sit with Area 
Fi se a member of their team. These “journeyings 
made him a welcome friend of many members 
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47, which also brought 
death of Peter Monie, 
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and their families. Others will cherish remembrance of 
delightful hours spent with the Howe family circle at their 
home in Kent; ‘Christian Combe’ is its very fitting name. 

Before his appointment five years ago he had graduated in 
Toc H through active Branch membership, District work and 
service on the Lakeland Area Executive. He has a deep 
conviction about thé true purpose of Toc H and a clear mind 
on how that purpose should be carried out. And this he has 
shared not only week by week with the meeting of a small 
team at Francis Street, for a week of the year with the Staff 
Conference and every month with the Central Executive. but 
has tried to ‘get across’ to the whole Family. At his first 
Central Council meeting, for instance, he was due to wind up 
the weekend with a talk on “Youth and Age in Toc H”, a 
much-debated subject since the war. Time ran short and he 
could attempt no more than to read rapidly to the Council 
the points he had written down as notes for his speech. He 
ended precisely on the stroke of the clock—a tour de force of 
clear and challenging thinking which won loud applause. It 
is no secret that our Annual Report each April is mainly 
planned and written by the Administrator, and anyone 
accustomed to receive many annual reports of societies will 
feel that the Toc H one is ‘different’; it does not, like some 
others, go at once into the waste-paper basket. Look back 
on those for which Harold has been responsible (And 
Now ..., Looking Outwards, The Heart of the Matter, To 
Multitudes of Men and Where Two or Three . . . have been 
their suggestive titles) and you will agree. They hold a large 
idea; behind the facts and figures is Harold’s faith. 

All of us now offer him thanks in sincerity and true 
affection for the unstinted gift of his work and of himself to 
the Family during these five years. To him and to Mrs. Howe 
we wish many years of that fruitful leisure which they have 
richly earned and of which they have willingly forfeited so 
much in the service of Toc H. 


The New Administrator 


And now our fifth Administrator comes to us, after a long 
search and from among many candidates. with very high 
credentials. His name is RANALD MACDONALD. Next month 
we shall say a little more to introduce him to readers. Mean- 
while we all offer him a very warm welcome in the Family 
circle. B.B. 
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Building Botha's Hill 


N THE DIGEST MAGAZINES they pia probably 
x *s Hill Miracle”. 
is story “The Botha's Hil 
It o ole ten months ago when a quiet-spoken 
bachelor, forty-eight year old Don McKenzie. was personnel 
Miner of a Durban metal box company. A a 
The health and happiness of six hundred workers was his 
baby. And so it was Don who had to advise and persuade 
Aen employees to go to hospital when it was found they 
losis. ee 
besa a they paced up and down his office. turned 
to him and said in Zulu: “What would you do? You are not 


A married. You cannot understand. What is to become of my 


An article 0! 
in Natal appea 


article by 


ife and children. They will starve...” le 
But the sick went to hospital. Often the plight of families 


drove them back to some sort of work when they should have 
been going through the vital long period of convalescence, 

Many had relapses and added to the list of TB victims, one 
of whom dies every twenty-six minutes in South Africa. 

“T used to think, quite objectively, that one day somebody, 
somewhere, would have to do something about this,” Don 
McKenzie told me. “And then it came to me—I never know 
how to tell people this bit—it came to me in church that 1 
should have to do it.” 

Don McKenzie resigned his job. He was sent for by the 
Johannesburg headquarters of his firm and told he was crazy 
to throw up a good career, 

But he still quit. Somehow, he had not the faintest idea 
how, he was going to build a settlement where convalescent 
African TB patients would get the months of rest essential 
to dao while their families were taken in. too. 
his Toc H colleagues wal he fat [OS M Natal. He told 
they said. “We will back atin 1e must do. “Go ahead, 

For five months he walked Durban, talking up the scheme 
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ta anyone who would listen. A little money was forthcoming. 

He sold his car and banked the £300 as a reserve fund for 
the settlement to be touched only if all other sources of income 
dried up. That fund is still intact. 

He bought himself £150 worth of clothes. figuring that for 
a long time he would have to interview businessmen and 
wealthy people who might be sympathetic. They would not 
want him around if he was shabby. 

At the end of the five months, with the backing of a 
predominantly Toc H committee, £180 had been collected. A 
beginning was possible. Sixty acres of land were leased in 
glorious country on the edge of the Valley of a Thousand 
Hills ... Don had never done any building in his life. Helped 
by two African labourers, he began to make bricks—one part 
of cement to twenty parts of earth. At first the bricks broke. 
But eventually they got it right. 

In six weeks they built the first “staff cottage” —a small living 
room, a room which could be used as an office. a bedroom, a 
kitchen and bathroom. It cost £280. 
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But the work went CH te dla non 
s ran out. 

si sue next brick, door, or meal for that matter. were 
Here always seemed to coincide with days Per 
he walked to the bouse by the main road where pee In 
his mail. Always there would be a letter —a letter with money 

in it from some unknown benefactor to carry on the task. 
Architects, engineers, surveyors came to the site and gave 
À freely of their knowledge. So-called hard-headed business- 
men. on whom Don called to point out the benefit to industry 
and ask for help, not only wrote cheques. They turned up 
at the settlement, took their coats off and pushed wheel- 

barrows, made bricks. sawed wood 

Using a new method of building in which the mixture of 
earth and cement is poured into a mould on the end of an 
arm attached to a central pole, and gradually moved round, the 
workers put up the first family rondavel (round hut) in a week. 
Cost: £27. 

Today £2,300 has come in and been spent. Two six-bed 
wards are almost complete. The first of the eventual 150 
patients should be taken in at the end of last November. 

A European nurse, with twenty years” experience of nursing 
TB, has volunteered to work without pay until the settlement 
Is On its feet .. . a man whose son was killed on the Berg has 
2 Fe ae lo be o in his memory ... a rubber 

any are to cover the w avy 
Efe af O e ward floors free and have sent a 
But the big expenditures are at hand. One water tap is not 


* Michaclhouse is a big boys’ boarding school 


the headmaster, is Chairman of the Toc H So Leos any 


uth African Exeeutive. 
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enough. Piping costs £100 a mile. With only the first patients 
in occupation something like £300 a month will be needed. 

Don McKenzie and Toc H padre Bill Evans figured recently 
that they must have between £4.000 and £5,000 by the end of 
the year. In two weeks Don raised £800. 

Now has come the settlement's biggest leg-up. Alan Paton 
nominated the project to receive the proceeds of the Durban 
premitre of Cry, The Beloved Country.* 

That should help to keep the boat afloat until next year 
when the settlement goes on the S.A.N.T.A. (South African 
National Tuberculosis Association) list for £10,000. 

The Minister for Health, Dr. Karl Bremer, has given the 
scheme his blessing. The Government are watching the 
progress of a hospital where economic building methods mean 
that beds are costing £40 each against £2,000 in Provincial 
hospitals. 

And it all started with a man giving up his job less than a 
year ago... “THE IDLER’ 


* Alan Paton is Toc H Commissioner for South Africa. The film 
of his great novel had simultaneous premieres on November 15 
at Durban, at Cape Town and at Johannesburg, where the Prime 
Minister (Dr. Malan), his wife and a great company were present. 
The proceeds at Cape Town and Johannesburg also went to agencies 
far native welfare. 


Next Plot Rival Wins Him Cup 


Railway clerk Bob Southern had grown fine vegetables on 
his allotment. and it seemed that nothing could stop him 
winning the vegetable cup at the local show. 

Three weeks before the show. at Hunstanton. Bob fell ill: 
on the Big Day he was in bed. 

But his “rival” in the next allotment. forty-six year old 
George Cooper, a member of Hunstanton Branch, looked 
across at Bob’s deserted plot. He worked through his lunch- 
hours lifting Bob’s vegetables and arranging them in the show 
hall. He spent more time on the sick man’s vegetables than 
on his own. 

And yesterday a silver championship cup gleamed on Bob's 
sideboard. Said Bob, now convalescing: “Pd never have won 
it but for George. He’s a real good sort.”—Daily Graphic. 


é Secretary 
W «ford and Thames Valley Area etary, 
ae a arios of Toc H to work for Christian 
ae in based on the Slough Community 


a E y 
alte Me is des Hon: Field Officer of the Social and Indus- 
trial Council, Church Assembly. om 
8 Communications for the OXFORD AND pies tee 
AREA to the Hon. Area Correspondent: L. C. a 
175. Blumfield Crescent, Slough, Bucks. l | 

= ALAN W. HiLL has been appointed to the Services Staff and 
is joining the Commissioner in the Middle East, FRANK 


COLEMAN-CROSS. LE 
Y Padre CLIFFORD GRANT is now working in Toronto for 
Toc H in Eastern Canada. ashes ee 
ç j j ted in this 
M The usual short list of AREAS is not being prin À 
issue. there being few changes since October. The full list, 
including BRANCHES, will be published in the Annual Report 
in April. 
Y Mobile men having a vocation for the work, preferably 
below thirty-five years of age, are wanted to fill certain 
vacancies on the Toc H STAFF with the Services, B.A.O.R., as 
Marks Pilots and in Areas. In the first instance, personal 
application should be made to an Area Padre, Secretary or 
Correspondent. 
2% Branch Executives are expected this month to register all 
oe MEMBERS who have renewed their membership for 
1952. 
% AREA MEMBERS are expected this month to renew their 
membership for 1952 and to pay their subscriptions through 
their Area Members Hon. Secretaries. CENTRAL MEMBERS 
are expected to pay their subscriptions direct to the Hon. 
Treasurer at Headquarters. 
= Nominations of candidates for the CENTRAL EXECUTIVE, 
ee and notices of motion for the annual meeting of the 
ae COUNCIL on April 19-20 must be sent by CENTRAL 
NCILLORS to reach the General Secretary by February 15. 
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Areas. Surveyed 
XIV—Northern 


JN ORTHUMBERLAND, Durham and a strip of 
North Yorkshire make up the Northern Area of 

Toc H. Now should this statement conjure up a mental 
picture of a grimy industrial area, the atmosphere laden with 
smoke from a forest of pit and factory chimneys, the country- 
side scarred by man-made mountains of slag, the place littered 
with never-ending stacks of pit props, then, gentle reader, you 
must pause, if only to get rid of this idea. Yes, of course, 
we have all these conditions in some parts of the North East. 
Coal does indeed play an important part in our lives here, 
as indeed it does in your life elsewhere, but mention should 
also be made of our shipbuilding on Tyne, Wear and Tees. 
of our steel works, of our heavy engineering, of our chemical 
industry and, established during more recent years, our many 
trading estates with a very wide variety of lighter industries. 


Unspoilt Countryside 


Having said all this we have, strangely enough, been talking 
about what is a very small part of this Area. Most of our 
industries and the grime that goes with them are concentrated 
into a comparatively narrow coastal belt. Northumberland 
as a county is 80 per cent. agricultural, with vast stretches of 
austerely beautiful unspoiled countryside leading to the line 
of the Cheviots and the Border. Castles at Alnwick. 
Bamburgh, Dunstanburgh, and a dozen other places, with 
innumerable fortified manor houses and towers bring back 
memories of the stirring times which this word ‘Border’ once 
meant to the folk hereabouts. Holy Island. the home of 
St Aidan, Jarrow and the Venerable Bede, Durham with its 
wonderful Cathedral, and the resting place of St. Cuthbert, are 
also a part of the Northern picture. 


Earlier History 


Still further back in history, is that reminder of Roman 
occupation, the wall of Hadrian, running from Tyne to Solway. 
The beauties of West Durham, wooded valleys, high fell and 
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Key ro Toc H BRANCHES, 
MiD-NORTHUMBERLAND District: Ashington, Bedlington, New- 
bigein. 
TYNESIDE District: Gateshead, Gosforth, Newcastle, North 
Shields, Rylon-on-Tyne. South Shields, Whitley Bay. 
WEARSIDE DISTRICT: Chester-le-Street, Durham University, 
Hetton-le-Hole, Houghton-le-Spring. Sunderland. 
NorTh-WesT DURHAM District: Blackhill, Consett, Stanley. 


AUCKLANDSHIRE DISTRICT: Bishop Auckland, Coundon, Spenny- 
moor. Stanhope. 


RICHMONDSHIRE 
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moorland, and the northern edge of the lovely Yorkshire dales 
must also come into any survey of this Area. 


The People 


What of the people in this part of the world? A mixed 
bag, but whether they be city or town dwellers, country folk 
or in industry, your Northcountry man is usually an indepen- 
dent, forthright, warm-hearted. friendly kind of person, who 
doesn’t set much store by airs and graces, and is more 
impressed by what a man is than what he does. Toc H in 
this Area moves at a steady pace. Any spectacular forward 
movement would indeed be out of character with the Area, 
so that building may be slow but it is usually sure. 


The Districts 


MID NORTHUMBERLAND DISTRICT.—A colliery district with 
a dash of sea salt in it. Famous in certain circles for 


producing footballers (Jackie Milburn) and in others for 
Bedlington Terriers. 


TYNESIDE Districr.—City, coastal and country units 
meet in this growing district, the latest addition to the Family 
being at Hexham. Tyneside coal and Tynebuilt ships plus all 
the engineering that goes with them dominate this scene. but 
still leave room for interests as varied as a fishing industry, 
agricultural life, all vocally evident in the Toc H mixture 
hereabouts. 


NORTH West DURHAM DISTRICT.—A small district at 
present. resulting from the division of a larger one, but with 
a few pioneer spirits who are planning to add to their strength. 
Coal and steel are very much in evidence but some of the 
loveliest scenery in the county is on the doorstep. 


WEARSIDE DISTRICT.— Again a new District and a nice 
balance between the old established unit and the young rebels. 
One of the really thriving units in this District came into 
being as the result of a vigorous door-knocking campaign. 
Already they have planned for years ahead and are now look- 


6. RICHMONDSHIRE DISTRICT: Barnard Castle, Catterick Camp, 
Catterick Village, Darlington, Richmond. 

7. TEESIDE District: Acklam, Eston, Grangetown, Middlesbrough, 
Norton, Ormesbury, Stockton & Thornaby. A 

8. CLEVELAND Districr: Carlin How. Guisborough, Hinderwell, 
Redcar, Saltburn. 
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AUCKLANDSHIRE DisTRICT.—The newest District E the 
Area formed by the hiving off from the older Darlington 
District of four units. Now centres on Bishop Auckland, an 
industrial and agricultural focus for south west Durham. Here 
again town, country and colliery communities link together to 
form an outward-looking team. 

RICHMONDSHIRE DISTRICT.—With Darlington as the only 
large town, famous as the home of the railways and now 
equally well known for its heavy engineering, this District 
includes Catterick Camp with its military background, 
Richmond with its Norman castle and now a delightful 
market town at the gateway to the Yorkshire dales, Catterick 
village where Toc H influences the whole of the life of this 
small community, and Barnard Castle another beauty spot 
seemingly far removed from industry until penicillin found its 
home there. 


A New Centre 


Optimism and a will towards extension are the key-notes 
of this Area at the present time. One other notable event 
must be mentioned. Mark XVIIT has this year been rehoused 
in a larger property. With this new centre for the whole Area 


being developed the Family in the North will, we believe 
continue to thrive. CR 


There be of them that have left a 
name behind them. And some there 
be which have no memorial. But 
these were merciful men, whose 
righteousness hath not been forgotten. 
Their bodies are buried in peace, but 
their name liveth for evermore.— 
Ecclesiasticus, xliv. 


DOWLING.—On November 29, FREDERICK CHARLES DOWLING, aged 
71, a member of Yeovil Branch. Elected 11.10.'48. 

ENSELL.—On November 24, the Rev. CHARLES STANDISH ENSELL, 
aged 83. a member of Lewes Branch. Elected 31.7.26. 

Hare.—On October 27, Canon FREDERICK MACDUFF CHRISTIAN 
Hare, aged 59, a founder member of Wem Branch. Elected 18.5.32. 

OYLER.—On November 26, ALEXANDER WILFRID OYLER, aged 67, a 
member of Central General Branch. Elected 1921. 

PEIRCE.—On November 24, very suddenly, ARTHUR JAMES PEIRCE, 
aged 40, a founder member of Buckland Branch. Elected 25.6.'31. 

PRICE.—On November 9, Jonn PRICE, aged 34, a member of 
Beckenham Branch. 

PrITCHARD.—On November 7, FRANK THOMAS PRITCHARD, aged 82, 
a member of Llangollen Branch. Elected 3.12.°43. 

ReeD.—On December 8, WILLIAM EDWARD REED (“ Bill”), aged 64, 
a member of Bowers Gifford Branch. Elected 8.7.'35. 

STEVENS.—On November 7, the Rev. GEORGE CHESNEY NEVILL 
STEVENS, aged 68, a member of Loddon Branch. Elected 1.4.24. 

Stroup.--On November 14, Captain ARTHUR STROUD, aged 62, a 
member of Hammersmith Branch. Elected 1.5.'39. 

THORNTON.—-On December 4, Colonel GEORGE LESTOCK THORNTON, 
C.B.E., M.C.. T.D.. aged 79, a member of Exmouth Branch. Elected 
E23 

TwemLow.—On November 26, ELuaHn TwEMLow, aged 70, a 
member of Shavington Branch. Elected 18.6.'48. 

WILson.—On November 15, ARTHUR SAMUEL WILSON, aged 70, a 
member of Denbigh Branch. Elected December, 1942. 

WINTER.—On November 30, VICTOR EMMANUEL WINTER, aged 46, a 
member of Tunbridge Wells Branch. Elected 6.2.'50, 
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Poperinghe Rendezvous 


OC H owns a house in Poperinghe. We have a base 

- On the continent where we can stay. To many of 

us it will be a new thought, that Talbot House can fit easily 

and without the slightest jar into a variety of (only 

comparatively) inexpensive plans for holidays in Belgium. Of 

course there are limits, apart from expense. No one in their 

senses would choose Poperinghe for a fortnight of gaiety and 

glitter. But supposing you have a long week-end, or can 

manage a week, and feel attracted by the idea of a sort of 
holiday with a purpose, planned as cheaply as possible? 


There may well be more fascinating and beautiful places in 
Northern Europe than Bruges, but I don’t happen to know 
them. And Bruges is only twelve miles from Ostend, where 
the two daily boats from Dover arrive each afternoon and 
evening. So why not start with two or three nights in this 
“Venice of the North”; or is it Stockholm they call the 
“Venice of the North”? No matter. There, M. Charles 
Vanhove-Liebaert would welcome you in English to his 
Pension Lybeer just off the main Steenstraat, and before going 
to bed on Saturday night there would be time to wander along 
the canal banks and absorb their beauty. In the summer the 
canals are floodlit, and although I am not normally a great 
admirer of illuminations there is no doubl that whoever plans 
the illuminations of Bruges is an artist. 


The lake known as the Lac d’Amour is incredibly lovely 
at night. Incidentally, Saturday morning is market-day and 
from the top of the Belfry you look down into a Grand’ Place 
buzzing with activity and crowded with stalls. You may 
arrive just in time to see something of the excitement before 
the market closes. 


Here is another point to remember, in case it can be 
included in your time table. Thursday is market-day at 
Middleburg, Walcheren in Holland, and you will remember 
that the R.A.F. broke the dykes and put the island under 
water. Therefore, every Thursday in the summer, charabanc 
trips to Middleburg are organised, which involves crossing to 
Flushing by car ferry. It is a trip worth taking and it costs 
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hat we already know of 
d atmosphere. Except, 
lived in and there- 
fore alive. To older 
members it retained its 
vitality throughout the 
years which followed, 
and for all it rightly 
became a_ place of 
pilgrimage. But in addi- 
tion, it has now passed 
sufficiently into history 
to become again, natur- 
ally and unselfcon- 
sciously, a house for a 
new generation to live in. 


Tt may be difficult for 
younger men and women 
to understand just what 
Talbot House meant to 
thousands of other men 
who once fought in the 
Salient. But it is simply 
a fact that it sustained 
them through some very 
grim years when there 
was little else at hand 


And although the material comforts 
in their own way the ultimate source 
obtruding upon no one but 


g of your visit there is the fun of the trip 
I say fun advisedly because 
myself to whom continental 
are too much of a novelty to be boring. 
ry will land you in London at 9 a.m. the 
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Or, if you have time and prefer it that way, you can return 
on a day boat from Ostend. The total essential cost from 
London would be round about £13 for the week, to which 
must be added something extra for personal expenditure and 
the usual small luxurics. By taking a large thermos and a 
good supply of sustaining food the extras can be cut down 
considerably, for foodstuffs in Belgium are expensive. 


A week’s holiday can. if you wish, easily include a couple 
of nights in Brussels before reaching Poperinghe, which would 
involve more train fares but no great additional cost. A long 
week-end for about £9 is better than nothing, but obviously 
the week is much better value for money. But remember, 
before leaving home make sure that you have reserved your 
beds at Talbot House by writing to the Pilgrimage Secretary 
at Headquarters. 


Of course, if funds and time allow of a fortnight in Belgium, 
why not spend one week in this manner and one settled week 
at Dinant on the Meuse, the “gateway to the Ardennes”? 
That would bring the total cost up to something in the region 
of £22, but what a fortnight it would be! But however long 
the visit may be, and however you may wish to vary the routes 
and timing, there is for us in Toc H, at the end, the peace, the 
serenity and the deep pleasure of those last few days in Talbot 
House, our own base on the Continent. Here is the culmina- 
tion of our holiday. Here is quietude and a sense of joy 
which springs from a living past to infect the living present 
from its own especial sources. 


NOTE: Some detailed information likely to be useful to members 
travelling to Poperinghe has been collected and is available free of 
charge. It is based on 1951 charges and is therefore unreliable for 
1952, but it is nevertheless useful as preliminary guidance. Extract 
the appropriate items from the tables, juggle with them and you will 
discover for yourself what can be done in the time and for the 
money available. 

Write to the Pilgrimage Secretary, Toc H, 47 Francis Street, S.W.1, 
and ask him for a copy of “Destination Poperinghe”, enclosing a 
stamped addressed envelope. Areas who contemplate organising their 
own parties should confirm their proposed dates with the Pilgrimage 
Secretary as soon as possible. ¢ 

Nothing in the above suggestions conflicts with organised Area 
Pilgrimages, and many Branches have in the past gradually built up 
a small sum to help one of their own members to join a Pilgrimage. 
Often a younger member would benefit enormously by such an 
experience but is quite unable to meet the full cost. 
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i iv Talbot 
he birthday anniversary of Ta o 

1 9 pm. on December 11, £ ar Mani chana 

Home in Menear Me nd: the World Chain cf Light. 

cie E stiward lit their own Lamps IR SE as thei 

fe SA the Chain was forged, link by me for a 

se ae Piatt the globe. It finished at 9 pan. on December 12, 
i E 


Tubby's sixty-sixth birthday. vas honoured by members of our 


di 4 ae pol Sar F f these we give two impressions— 
F ily È + differen o l gn) A : 
re a Pe who took his turn in the vigil which was kept by 
one Oy 


1 lighted 
Vels its ti gl venty-four hours before the £ 
4 throughout the twent) a x 
bn in Cardif) and one by a member who was crossing Westminster 


Bridge alone at ‘zero hour’. 


The World Chain of Light 


I. KEEPING WATCH ; 

A FEW MINUTES before one in the early morning 

of December 12 our Pilot called us once again to 

prayer. We were in the little chapel of St. John’s Parish 

Church. Cardiff. Outside it was a clear, cold night and the 

only sound coming to the ears of those who were keeping the 

/ vigil was of heavy lorries passing through the streets. k 

a ‘Whilst on our knees our Pilot reminded us that at this hour 

the Lamps would be lit in the great seaport towns of South 

America. we remembered these men in their work in Toc H. 

A few minutes later any late wayfarer who might be passing 

the ancient church at that time. would have been surprised 

to hear voices raised in harmony (I hope) to the wonderful 

words of Lead Kindly Light. So we passed the few hours 
away in prayer and thanksgiving. 

_ As the hour of three drew near, footsteps were heard com- 

ing quietly down the aisle of the church: we knew our relief 

had arrived to carry on. 

As we walked homewards we thought how quickly—perhaps 
too quickly—the time had passed and how enjoyable it had 
been. We realised that after all we had not been alone in 
those early hours of the morning, but with a great company 
F nos all over the world who, like us, would be looking to 
We a er ape inspiration in this troubled world. 

igil had not been in vain. A.H.E. 


IL ON THE BRIDGE 


Work had kept me at the offi 
b À ce. Perhaps I ought to have 
ane pat Branch meeting. But I couldn't. My mood was 
ol the poet of those who love solitude’: 
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Better than such discourse doth silence long, 
Long, barren silence, square with my desire. 


My way took me towards Big Ben and Westminster Bridge. 
] tried to remember the whole sonnet that same poet composed 
there: 


And all that mighty heart is lying still! 


Well, not quite still; not with trams still running. Or did 
he mean the mighty House of Commons nearby, where there 
are still some ‘terminological inexactitudes’? No, not tonight. 
the House is not even sitting. 

Steady now, that’s no zebra crossing. Is that frost on the 
tram-track? Can't have been so cold ‘down under’ this even- 
ing. Well, not when it was nine o’clock by their time. Big 
Ben says it’s nearing nine o’clock now. There’s no other night 
in the year when so many Branches meet as now. It’s 
December the twelfth. 

It was nine o’clock last night when ‘E.V.’, John Jones and 
the many members in Wales started the World Chain of Light 
from Cardiff. Thence westward across the Atlantic to the 
Americas and the Pacific. Today, it was nine p.m. in New 
Zealand twelve hours ago—‘The Doc’. Jack Davies. Then in 
Australia—Jim, Cyril, Fred, Lemon, Ken, Dudley. And at 
Port Moresby, New Guinea, Don Cleland who had this great 
idea more than twenty years ago. Hong Kong and Singapore, 
Korea, Ceylon and India—remember ‘R.D'. Across to the 
Suez Canal Zone and Frank. South to Rhodesia and South 
Africa—Ron, Bill, Ossie, Alan Paton. Nearing home. Jim 
in Malta, Angus in Germany, Jock in Gibraltar, Tubby at All 
Hallows. Thoughts of many, so many ‘bound together across 
the world by the unseen chain’—of love, yes, and of light. 

There's a light twinkling in a window of St. Thomas's 
Hospital, reflected in the river and—Clang! the Abbey bell. 
The deeper chimes of Big Ben. The boom of Great Paul in 
the distance. It’s nine o’clock. 

‘... Remember them...’ Tony, Bill, Alec, Reg, Jock . . . 
The cloud of witnesses, unseen yet near, ‘Let your light so 
shine . . . glorify...’ God, make us better men! 

That was a ship down river, hooting in the mist. Someone 
is ‘on the bridge’ there too. Lights are bright. A bridge. 
A chain. One link. It’s quieter here now. Over to you, 
Cardiff. Thanks for the Vigil. ‘To give light . . . and to guide 
our feet into the way of peace.’ R. 


LS 


Farnham Castle 
Whether you did or 


E last year? W / 

Dip XO vou thinking of coming this Year? — 

B m Monday, July 0 rday, 
Hu Et ae ike attractive places for a holiday, 
Seong only an bour's run by electric train from Waterloo 
Station. a cae idl? 

From Mandy Tay 28 to Saturday, August 2—£3 Ts. ôd.: 
from Saturday, August 2 to Saturday, August 9: from 
Saturday, August 9 to Saturday, August 16: from Saturday, 
August 16 to Saturday. August 23—£4 7s. 6d. each period, 
(Half-price for children of school age, that is, up to sixteen 
years.) At this stage we shall be unable to accept bookings 
for periods less than the above. . 

The beds are very comfortable; we have slept in them. We 
promise you that you won't starve. If you want to go walking, 
there is lovely country close at band. If you want to swim, 
try Frensham Ponds, only a few miles away. For window- 
gazers, Farnham is a good shopping centre. Are you fond 
of music? There is a first-class piano in the Castle. We think 
we know someone who can play the piano. Do you like 
lounging on the Lawn? Well, you can. 

In every sense this a Family Holiday. Husbands, wives, 
children, girl friend, boy friend. Shall we be nattering about 
Toc H? You should have heard the folk last year over 
elevenses and after dinner on some nights in the Lounge! It’s 
the Family again. And the Family can meet in the perfectly 
rey Chapel in the Castle itself. 

re you coming? Please apply early to: B. F. MILES, The 
Pm E Committee. Toc H, 47 Francis Street, 


The ‘Twenties Camps’ 


rs for Toc H mem bers and their male friends who 

a E bee y fit and hetween sixteen and thirty years of age 

+ TA ra 5 ne 28 to July 5. At Hawkshill 
à Š y 12-19 F rtic k f 

the General Secretary or Area Sialan ia 
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A Trade Report Only 


THE FACT that we have balanced the Account is 
terrific; the fact that we have together cheerfully 
sustained the effort thus far is even more terrific. This little 
report must express the joy of every member and friend who 
has pulled his weight over six long years of effort. It must 
also murmur a quiet word of thanks for a balanced budget 
after those years of patient work. We are finding our strength 
and learning to use it; we have not yet exerted it to the full. 
Therein lies our main hope for the future. 

The surplus on the accounts, subject to audit (including the 
Marks £284), is £619. The expenditure of £50,416 was kept 
very nearly within the budgeted figure of £50,000. Some 
details of the income appear in the attached statements. 

How was it done? We have not space to go into detail, 
which must wait for the Annual Report. We can say that it 
has been an all-round effort using, amongst other things, the 
resources of the B.B.C. which brought us £4,472, the hard 
work of the Revenue Committee and the Bursar, the loyalty 
of Toc H Builders and finally the efforts of Members and 
Branches throughout the world. One significant fact is that 
“Branch Efforts” (can somebody think of a better name?) 
have increased in number from 250 in 1950 to 380 at least, 
bringing in nearly £4,000. We have 1,000 Branches at home. 
less than half of them have raised £4.000 in a year by this 
means, hence the remark that we have not yet exerted our 
strength to the full. Costs are constantly rising and affect us 
all, including our Toc H Family. The B.B.C. Appeal cannot 
be repeated this year or next. Can we hope to see double the 
number of Branches making “special efforts” to add to their 
personal contribution to the Family in the present year? One 
word of advice—don’t leave your effort until a wet Bank 
Holiday in summer—set it over and done with in the next 
three months, then, if summer favours us this year, garden 
parties and fétes will be a useful follow up. 

We need to do it again this year plus a little more. Last 
April the Central Council asked for an extra £10,000 in 1952. 
Let us take up that challenge. J.H. 
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Comparative Figures for the Years 
AAA 55 
ET 
1949/50 


y rs Builders 
Menke (inc. Mem. Other 


No. 
B'chs TOTAL Branches Builders) Income 


REAS ae 1949 
le Dec. 19 A ; E à 
E A ; 

ame ee e > 8 589 380 1 
a ada 7 0 

East Anglia... Es E ; a te 2 o 
Sen 2 min L07 32 

A ms ss 5 ; 

fam D, ie 182 E 

sade, 30 688 347 128 13 

A om mm 2 2202 

Sas da qto 67 29% 201 

South Londo $ a Ne 7 a 201 


South-East London ... 


West London 28 1,239 432 391 416* 


50 1.752 1.003 390 359* 


ie es ISIS UNE io 294 
West Midlands . 58 1,602 1,178 416 8 
Northern ER S6 858 684 150 24 
North Western + + FRS 615 292 178 145% 
Notts and Derby... 31 1,119 494 548 77 
Oxford and Thames Valley 19 589 254 319 16 
Scotland x Em AS 307 846 256 200 
Southern E oe 48 1,037 774 223 40 
South Western Ws … 68 1,640 1,346 236 58 
Surrey can ae Ti 13 602 344 249 9 
Sussex Ta a jan 6 627 360 261 6 
Wales ... de $ RGA 902 744 157 1 
Marches (Divisioni mae 16 132 108 19 5 
Dorie ee 47 1984 713° 473 58* 
East Yorkshire Fo E BIS 941 222 43 676* 
West Yorkshire Fe 2. 60 1.983 670 401 912* 
967 28291 16,557 7439 4,295 
Headquarters, etc... te 14,930 784 3,069 . 11,077 


967 £43,221 £17,341 £10,508 £15,372 


— — 


== =. === 
Other Income” includes Endowment Income where marked * 


TRADE REPORT ONLY 


AND AREAS INCOME 
Ended October 31, 1950 and 1951 
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1950/1 
No. Members Builders 
B'chs TOTAL 


and (inc. Mem. Other 
Dec. 1950 Branches Builders) Income 
£ £ E £ 
34 1,039 610 413 16 
43 1,308 924 300 84 
6 166 140 20 6 
43 1,536 1,143 354 39 
20 859 223 623 13 
42 889 721 164 4 
29 885 537 184 164 
20 769 428 200 141 
25 886 553 198 135 
21 639 382 105 152 
28 1,556 439 386 31 
49 1,386 794 541 51 
52 1,588 1,007 257 324% 
59 1,789 1,239 522 28 
39 KIS. 590 153 32 
26 807 367 156 284* 
31 897 339 551 7 
20 849 342 378 129 
47 1,205 785 288 132 
44 1,101 862 237 2 
72 2.265 1,967 295 3 
13 608 344 248 16 
26 465 258 201 6 
68 861 701 142 18 
16 202 179 23 — 
50 1.434 922 468 “44* 
16 1,018 212 79 727% 
60 2,032 761 421 850* 
999 29,814 17,769 7,907 4.138 
20,937 1,911 3,179 15,847 


999 £50,751 £19,680 £11,086 £19,985 


AREAS 


Beds and Herts 
East Anglia 
Ireland 

Kent 

Lakeland 
Lincolnshire 

East London 
North London 
South London 
South-East London 
West London 
Manchester 

East Midlands 
West Midlands 
Northern 

North Western 
Notts and Derby 
Oxford and Thames Valley 
Scotland 

Southern 

South Western ` 
Surrey 

Sussex 

Wales 

Marches (Division) 
Western 

East Yorkshire 
West Yorkshire 


Headquarters, etc. 


oS 
ST. CHRISTOPHER'S, ABADAN 


AMONG OUR MEMBERS directly concerned 


A e Persian Oil crisis in the autumn is 


with th y 
Derek Tyrie. Chaplain to the ALO.C. In this letter he 
describes the last Sunday in Abadan : — J | a 
: on H.M.S. Mauritius on the morning of October 


3 E at Abadan to say my prayers there for 
ihe. t time. Christopher's looked as clean and bright 


unday, St. r 
E ae Rats and leaves had been arranged with the same 
re as they had been twice a weck throughout the summer, 


ervices of Holy Communion: one in the morning and 
Me Fe caine At the Evening Service the Church was nali full. 
There was a sincere sense of reverence for God and devotion or His 
Church. We sang well-known hymns and our own National Anthem, 
We were thankful for all that this small Church had meant to us 
in the past and we were confident of the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
for those who would remain to keep alive the Faith. This thought 
was again in my mind, when, two evenings later, I handed over all 
the keys to A. M. Solhkol. Hu was so proud to be entrusted with 
them and he must be remembered in our prayers. Previously I asked 
Dr. Fallah to do all he could to ensure that the Church and the 
Cemetery would be respected 
Now we are scattered to the four corners and must carry out our 
Faith and our promises in other Churches. All that is left for me to 
say in my last Parish Letter to you can be said in the words of the 
Psalmist:—"Blessed be he that cometh in the Name of the Lord: 
We have wished you good luck, ye that are of the house of the Lord.” 


“THE FOLLOWING HAVE ARRIVED” — 


Where Toc H takes root overseas is not so much a matter 
of deliberate policy as the chance which carries keen members 
all over the world on their business occasions. They are like 
seeds blown about by the wind. Every so often one is able 
to propagate as it were, and a new unit appears in the list of 

Branches and Groups Overseas”. But what is often over- 
looked is that Toc H exists in the persons of its members in 
innumerable places where an organised branch is out of the 
question. An increasing number make for 47 Francis Street 
when they visit this Country or return on leave, It may seem 
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odd to some hard-boiled people that anyone should want to 
visit “47”, but whatever the reason, and it may only be 
Fergie’s delectable coffee. they do in fact come. And that is 
something which we appreciate enormously. 

When you know a man only by correspondence, or perhaps 
simply as an index card, you are apt to form an inaccurate 
opinion of his actual appearance. From the look of his 
address or the way he writes a letter, you assume him to be 
perhaps a bit bow-legged, corpulent and thin on top and when 
Jean rings through and says “Mr. Lamplugh of Sierra Nevada 
to see you” in walks an absolute Greek god of a fellow! They 
are not all Greek gods of course—nor are we. The November 
copy of our News Letter, the Overseas Air Lift, showed the 
sort of places whence visitors during the past few months had 
come; the sort of places which Toc reaches: 


Abadan Colombo Moascar 
Adelaide Durban Nairobi 
Amiens Freetown Palamcottah 
Antigua Hong Kong Pretoria 
Assam Jamaica St. Lucia 
Bihar Johannesburg Singapore 
Buenos Aires Kampala Sydney 
Cape Town Mafeking Toronto 
Charleroi Melbourne Y pres 


WORCESTER GETS ITS LAMP 


“This progressive town is situated at the base of the Brand- 
wacht and Hex River Mountains. The streets are lined with 
rows of blue gums, oaks, wattles and poplars, kept green by the 
water which runs in furrows on both sides of the streets. Their 
verdure is materially enhanced by the rugged appearance of 
the surrounding mountains.” That, so to speak, is the back- 
ground supplied by the guide. But the account of the 
bestowal of the Lamp comes from The Compass of Toc H 
South Africa—- 


The presentation of the Lamp was the occasion of a visit by five 
Cape Town members. For four of them, the journey at break-neck 
speed in Norman Holgate's car was an unforgetable experience. 
En route to Paarl. Norman pointed out places of interest in the failing 
light, but the others had little eye for scenery. Through Paarl, across 
the railway linc, up through the mountains they sped. past white 
cascading masses of water, the only thing visible in the gathering 
darkness. A brief halt beyond the pass for sandwiches and coffee. 
and on they hurtled until at last—O welcome sight!—the golden 
lights of Worcester loomed ahead. After going up and down nearly 
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—_— ieley’s well-meant direction 

George Wrigley ` 
every street in Worcester e Rectory where they were met by the 
À ae he door O rney were soon forgotten. The 


a t x 
they arrived at th A the jou 1 

local members. The ins e event of the evening, was preceded 
f the Lamp, ho had arrived at Worcester a few 


esentation O : h w y 
pr ik by Ossie Josep * nians were made to do their 


; rt ta » » A 
E ensiy: Thereafter the Capai loch had an tnntngs: one Gf 
stuff: the Area Secretary an h programmes, another produced 


KER ursed on Branc À His : 
helene Sr yarns; finally all took part in a quiz in which 
the fishiest Be = worsied. And then the hectic journey back. : his 
Cape de their feelings (he passengers sang songs; no one Knew 
time ie 


dr G.M. 
the words but who cared. 


Benison of Hot Water 


(D EADERS of this JOURNAL have read now and again 

I of ‘Pop’ Yates and the great “Family” of Over 
1.100 lads, whom. he has found homeless during the last thirty 
years and given a bome, first in his one room. and for the last 
fourteen years in ‘Blighty’. a little house, supported by his 
many friends, in Richmond (Surrey). November 24 was 
marked by the ceremony, gay and solemn at the same time, 
of opening an ‘extension’ of ‘Blighty’ as a memorial to 
members of Pop’s Family who fell in the last war. It took 
the original form of a well-fitted bath-room, contrived above 
the front porch and releasing the old bathroom (a slip of a 
room) for two more beds. For ‘Blighty’ is normally full, and 
when Christmas leave comes Pop’s lads make a bee-line for 
‘home’ and sleep nine in a room. 


On this Saturday afternoon the quiet back street was lined 
with cars and the house was full to bursting point with guests 
In every cranny. The Mayor of Richmond operated on the 
stairs with a microphone: in his year of office he had never 
had to open a bathroom before. He did it well and truly. 
carrying his microphone into the bathroom at the end to 
broadcast the tap running and not content until the Ascot lit 
up and “the benison of hot water” began to flow, and his 
den 2 local vicar, dedicated the extension. And then 
i E É ore company, swelled by other friends. streamed round 
© the Community Centre for a very lively tea. ‘Blighty’ has 
Won more than a new bathroom: it has made new friends 


B.B. 


LET THE PEOPLE SING 
The Penguin Song Book. Edited by Leslie Woodgate 
(Penguin, 4s. 6d.). 

“We will start with a spot of community singing”--how 
often that is the way the chairman opens a guest-night! And 
how often one's heart sinks when the first verse of ‘calamity’ 
song strikes up! “Spot”, indeed!—it may leave a muddy 
Stain that is hard to wash off a good evening. At other times 
it may be “just what the doctor ordered”, an ice-breaker, 
brisk. amusing, even beautiful, the cement of fellowship. the 
overture to a well-tuned programme. It doesn’t need many 
songs to make it that—but it needs more than Clementine 
roared in slow motion. And that depends, above all, on the 
leader. We have some grand ‘song-masters’ in Toc H but 
we haven’t nearly enough. 

Song-masters, you may argue, are born, not made. And 
Leslie Woodgate is to be reckoned one of them. Here then 
are 114 songs, with the music, printed in a most handy, 
pocketable form—all the songs we normally sing and many 
we ought to sing. Let’s start fair again. If the standard of 
singing in Toc H were equal to its best we should do very 
well indeed. B.B. 


BED AND BOREDOM 


Hospital linprovements. By Olive Matthews (obtainable from 
her, 22, Harrington Gardens, London. S.W.7, 1s. 6d.). 
Hospital-visiting has always been one of the obvious Toc H 
‘jobs’: it is a direct path of fellowship open to any man or 
woman. For the individual member or the unit interested in 
hospital work here is a simple and stimulating little book on 
“how to improve the daily life of the patient in the ward”. 
lt goes without saying that no volunteer layman entering a 
hospital will have any right or opportunity to interfere in its 
management, but already some of our units have won the 
privilege of doing corporate service in some hospitals. This 
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=e Id put t 
a ideas which they could put to 

= may give them further idea é ry out “Hats 
à E K pathetic. matron and be cat a a a window 
a for instance, thought of a pi ‘gift-shop’ (on a 


: indow, à 

A outside the win etes 

as 3 ToT ds of games, birthday observances, etc.? 
trolley}. 


Small things, human things, worth a great deal when you have 
ma , 


to lie in bed. 


“GETTING MARRIED” 


Y FOUR PERFORMANCES on December 3-6 
‘The Torch Players’. the ieee su E 

i don Branch. enhanced a reputation already high by 
ia a play of abnormal difficulty in the Wimbledon Town 
Hall. Bernard Shaw's Getting Married, first produced in 1908, 
is very rarely to be seen. For it is designed to be played with- 
out à break for an hour longer than the average three-act 
play, and in the course of it nothing much happens on the 
stage but an argument between twelve people on the 
unsatisfactory state of matrimony in England. Some very 
absurd situations arise and some very witty things are said, 
and no solution is reached or intended. Into the last “act 
(for there had to be two breaks to rest actors and audience) 
G.B.S. crams all the things he forgot to say earlier: it is much 
too long. 

With this intractable material the amateur cast coped most 
valiantly. They all deserve honourable mention, but we may 
single out Edward Powell as the ridiculous General, Patrick 
Partridge (the producer) as the Bishop of Chelsea, Elaine 
Wall as the Mayor and, perhaps best of all, Robert Milton as 
the philosophical Greengrocer. And one of the virtues of 
this excellent company is that the unseen ‘back-stage boys’ 
are very full members of the team, Many thanks to them all 
for the opportunity to see a rare play. Next time they 


are going for Julius Cesar, an easier piece by Shaw’s rival 
dramatist, BB 


“Operation Vampire”, a drive for Blood donors under- 
taken by GOLDTHORN PARK members, has resulted in over two 
hundred enrolments. 
© Four-shows-in-one, including fur and feather exhibits, 
cage birds. pigeons and a flower and fruit show, were 
organised by SWADLINCOTE to provide funds for monthly 
concerts at Bretby Orthopedic Hospital. 
& A 150 year-old yew tree was decorated and trimmed to 
serve as a Christmas tree, when WELLINGBOROUGH joined with 
the Y.M.C.A. and Rotary Club for a Christmas Appeal. 
© Nine hundred pairs of spectacles have been collected by 
EAST Barnet for the British Medical Mission in Vellore, India, 
during the past year. 
& Bargains abounded at an Auction Sale held by 
SPRINGPARK District, and among other items included bed- 
steads, prams, bicycles and a piano. 
& Congratulations to SANDWELL, whose special week resulted 
in £70 for the Family Purse, and to BROADWAY for their ‘effort’ 
which brought in no less than £80. 
Over a thousand books, received by TOTTENHAM, have 
been used to form a library for the tuberculosis wards at 
St. Ann’s Hospital. 
} “Toc H never gave up trying and a good movement 
resulted in them scoring near the corner but they were unable 
to convert”’—"‘Salford City Reporter”: account of Rugger 
match. 
Drawing Old Age Pensions for aged and infirm residents 
is among the jobs undertaken by HOUGHTON (Durham). 
& A copy of the Toc H Annual in Braille, No. 2, presented 
by OPENSHAW members, is the latest addition to Ancoats 
Hospital library. 
& A first-time Jumble Sale organised by SHAVINGTON made 
a profit of £41 10s. most of which is ear-marked for the 
Family Purse. 
© “Know your Borough” is the title of a successful series 
of talks arranged by SALE. 
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LU 
= n all matters concerning Toc H. For 
The Editor welcomes letters 0 1 to shorten letters received, but 


reasons of space ua a a a selection. 
À e to 
every effort is ma 


É off and dangle my braces.” 1 
What is Toc H? cannot believe that such prudery 
Dear EDITOR, is shared by many members of 


With reference to the recent Toc y, On the other hand there 
short article “What is Toc H?”. may well be a substantial minority 
Surely the answer 1s The Four of Councillors and other members 
Points of the Compass ? who, in considering “We are 

We think the article needs Agreed,” have concentrated only 
another caption. “What IS a cn paragraph 7. 

Toc H'er?” for the way we keeP . Now it seems to me that far 
this good thing to ourselves makes and away the most important 
one wonder if we are ashamed no about that document is the 
to declare it! implication throughout that the 

We are a young Group and ¿Lo Toc H Associations, men's 
perhaps we ought to let our a women’s, form one Move- 
‘elders’ and ‘betters’ do the wri- a, The most important single 
ing but we feel the public sentence, therefore. is the first in 
should be told much more about paragraph 6, “It is agreed that 
the aims and objects of Toc H. men and women have equal 


ii E jrs eg status in the Toc H Movement ”. 
ait ay Toc H IS"). It seems to me to be next most 


important that the clauses of the 


ster y . CAUSLEY. DES à 
A ERS tomes Constitution which state 
Ne T their subservience to the men 
We are Agreed should be removed, or re-worded. 
Dear EDITOR, } or in some way or other brought 
A former Chairman Of a in line with modern practice; 
Branch in East Anglia is re- which is what paragraph | is 


ported in the Press to have about. 
expressed the disapproval of the It scems to me also important 
Branch at the increase in mixed to recognise that this document 
Meetings as a result of the deci- does not admit women to mem- 
sion of the two Central Executives bership of the Toc H Charter 
lo establish the equal status of Association. The two Central 
a Le ae Ay the Move- Executives did not recommend 
aie =) te eae a he that it would be good at this 
ome as in the stage to rescind the 1924 resolu- 
n take my coat tion, presumably because such a 
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step would in fact commit us at 
once to mixed units and mixed 
government. 

| believe that the vast majority 
of Toc H members see the points 
above as ! see them. The one 
paragraph which might be con- 
sidered controversial is number 7, 
And really there is no controversy 
here. This paragraph does not 
commit Toc H to mixed units or 
mixed administration. The only 
thing it does is to foresee the 
necessity for establishing joint 
machinery for control] of a mixed 
unit, if and when the demand 
arises. But, while membership of 
each Association is only open to 
ome sex, there can only be mixed 


meetings of members of both 
Associations who wish to come 
together frequently and regu- 
larly. 


1 can claim no right to ponti- 
ficate on “ We are Agreed”, but 
l must say emphatically that I 
can see nothing in it which runs 
the risk of prejudicing the 
future development of the Move- 
ment. It leaves the way open for 
it to develop as it may be guided. 
It would, however, be a pity, Mr. 
Editor. to allow a prejudice on 
one point to colour the whole of 
a document. 


Haves, Kent. Harry GELL. 


Safe Bind 


DEAR EDITOR. 

Some months ago we selected 
from the Toc H library list four 
books. Tales of Talbot House 
Plain Tales from Flanders, The 
Birth of a Movement, and On the 
Way. We then presented them 
to the Crewe Public Library for 
binding into one volume. 

The result stands before me 


now, it is a beautifully bound 
navy blue book, and is on Joan 
from the Crewe Public Library. 
In gold lettering along the spine 
is the title The Story of Toc H. 

We commend the idea to other 
Branches, and suggest that no 
Public Library should be without 
The Story of Toc H. 


f A. R. THOMPSON. 
Willaston Branch, 
Crewe. 


On the Counci! 
Dear EDITOR, 

An interesting Mock Town 
Council was recently held at one 
of our meetings. 

The two items for discussion 
were (a) That Sunday entertain- 
ment, in the form of cricket 
matches and cinema shows, 
should be permitted and (b) That 
a swimming bath should be built. 

Both subjects bought varying 
opinions. For Sunday entertain- 
ment, the advocates stressed the 
right of a democratic society to 
choose for itself. while those 
against thought that any depar- 
ture from the Christian Sabbath 
would be detrimental to the future 
well-being of the country’s 
spiritual life. 

Against the building of a swim- 
ming bath in a small country 
town. was the question of initial 
expense and future maintenance 
out of the rates. For the Baths, 
was the possible saving of life 
and so the issue became “money 
or life”. 

It was most encouraging to note 
that members. (who usually sit 
“mum”) when elected to the 
temporary office of Alderman or 
Councillor, were eager to get up 
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SS 
Some other Branches 
o try the idea for over- 
in members. 
Bizz PARKER. 


Yorks. 


and spout. 
may like, t 
coming reserve 


Northallerton, 
Sick Visiting 

AR EDITOR. 
irik customary for ea 
Branch members to visit ie 
weekly the M.O.P. oa 
Stoke Mandeville, and we a 
finding Toc H men there. but only 

! chance. 
E el receives patients 
for special treatment from all aver 
England, and once more we 
would appeal to Branch Secre- 
taries to let us know of any 
member going there. On receipt 
of the patient's name a visit will 
gladly be made. Where possible 
please give the Ward number. 


H. V. ANDREWS. 
Branch Secretary. 
14, Highbridge Road, 
Avlesbury, Bucks. 


Nation-wide Campaign? 


Dear EDITOR, 

Admirable advice is from time 
to time issued advising units how 
to welcome newcomers, but this 
advice only applies after the 
visitor has passed through the 
door of a Branch headquarters. 
The important issue is how to 
attract men to make their first 
entrance. Towards this end this 
District Team suggest that the 
Central Council should organise 
a three - months’ Nation - wide 
Campaign, taking as an example 
“The Mission to London”, During 
this period no man in town or 
village throughout the country 
should be able to leave his home 
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TOC H JOURN4y 


and return without readin 


hearing the word “Toc i 
well-worded posters could « Taise 
‘curiosity’. and il should e 


made plain where men could 
receive answers to their Questions 

Lunch-time meetings could be 
held at All Hallows, and else- 
where in the evenings. It could 
be so arranged that anyone show- 
ing inlerest at any of these Meet- 
ings or in conversation with 
members as a result of this cam. 
paign could receive a call from 
a member of the local Branch 
within twenty-four hours. A 
panel of speakers could be formed 
in cach District to be on call 
whenever required. 

Branches have consolidated 
after the war years and are now 
alert. ready to go forward; give 
them the contacts and they will 
not fail to keep the right men and 
guide them to membership. 

Some units are campaigning 
[or members whilst their neigh- 
bours are trying to raise money 
for the Family Purse. Whoever 
heard of a business house soli- 
citing for orders and at the same 
time announcing impending bank- 
rupicy? An increase in member- 
ship will solve our financial 
problems, not just for a year but 
for all time. It was noticed that 
an excellent Wireless Appeal 
made no mention that the Move- 
ment needed manpower as there 
were jobs of service remaining 
undone through lack of men. 

How much more in keeping 
with our traditions to appeal for 
ten thousand men to share our 
Family life than to appeal for 
ten thousand pounds! 


G. F. BROADBRIDGE. 
Parks District Team. 
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